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Abstract

In this paper, the influence of anisotropy of the solid skeleton on the propagation characteristic of
Rayleigh waves in orthotropic fluid-saturated porous media is studied from a more general sense based on
Biot’s theory. Firstly, the governing equations for orthotropic fluid-saturated porous media are derived.
Then the three-dimensional complex characteristic equations for Rayleigh waves are deduced and their
existence conditions are given. Based on the characteristic equations, the Rayleigh wave speeds along
arbitrary directions and particle traces in arbitrary sagittal planes are numerically calculated. The effects of
anisotropy of the solid skeleton on the propagation characteristic of Rayleigh waves are analyzed in detail.
The results show that the Rayleigh waves display different characteristic in orthotropic fluid-saturated
porous media from that they have exhibited in isotropic or transversely isotropic fluid-saturated porous
media.
r 2003 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

In pure solid half-space, the discovery of Rayleigh waves is tightly connected with the
earthquake spectrum analysis [1]. Owing to the slower attenuation of the energy than that of the
body waves and the characteristic that it propagates along the surface, Rayleigh waves cause
destructive vibration to the structures. Since most of the geological material can be treated as
some kind of fluid-saturated porous media and the actual media shows anisotropy, clarification of
the characteristic of Rayleigh waves in anisotropic fluid-saturated porous media has significant
practical meaning in many fields such as earthquake engineering, soil dynamics, geophysics and
hydrology.
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However, due to the non-linearity, it is difficult to get exact solutions of the characteristic
equations of Rayleigh waves in anisotropic media. Especially for fluid-saturated porous media,
the existence of the fluid phase in governing equations increases the order of the characteristic
equations and makes the problem more complicated. As a result, though much research [2,3] has
been carried out on the propagation of Rayleigh waves in anisotropic solids, less has been done on
the Rayleigh waves in anisotropic fluid-saturated porous media. Deresiewicz [4] first researched
the Rayleigh waves in porous media based on Biot’s theory. Johns [5] studied the Rayleigh waves
in isotropic saturated soil, but only one kind of longitudinal waves was considered in his
characteristic equations and thus the equations obtained by him are not complete. Tajuddin [6]
considered two kinds of the longitudinal waves and got the characteristic equations for isotropic
fluid-saturated porous media. Hirai [7] analyzed the Rayleigh waves in isotropic layered fluid-
saturated porous media by finite element methods, and the effects of the dynamic permeability on
the propagation characteristic of Rayleigh waves are discussed. Sharma and Gogna [8] studied the
Rayleigh waves in transversely isotropic porous media but the dissipation is ignored. Liu and
de Boer [9] studied the Rayleigh waves in isotropic fluid-saturated porous media using mixture
theory. Kumar [10] analyzed the influence of the heterogeneous base on the propagation of
Rayleigh waves in isotropic fluid-saturated porous layer. Liu and Liu [11,12] discussed the fluid
viscous effects on the propagation characteristic of Rayleigh waves in transversely isotropic fluid-
saturated porous media. From the discussion above we can see that the researches about Rayleigh
waves in fluid-saturated porous media are mainly focused on the isotropic and transversely
isotropic ones. However, according to the research results of mutli-scale analysis, geological
materials with random cracks/joints distribution, such as rocks, can be classified as some kinds of
transversely isotropic or orthotropic materials after statistical treatment [13]. By now, as per the
knowledge of authors, the works about the Rayleigh waves in the orthotropic fluid-saturated
porous media have not been available in the literatures. Obviously, orthotropy of the solid
skeleton has what effects on the propagation of Rayleigh waves is an important problem that
should be clarified. Here we try to discuss the effect of anisotropy of the solid skeleton on the
propagation characteristic of Rayleigh waves and show more features of Rayleigh waves in
anisotropic fluid-saturated porous media.
In the present paper, the characteristic analysis of Rayleigh waves in orthotropic fluid-saturated

porous media is carried out in the next two sections. The governing equations in orthotropic fluid-
saturated porous media are obtained based on Biot’s theory [14] (Section 2). The three-
dimensional complex characteristic equations of Rayleigh waves are derived and their existence
conditions are given (Section 3). In Section 4, the Rayleigh wave speeds along arbitrary directions
and the particle traces in arbitrary sagittal planes are numerically calculated. The effects of
anisotropy of the solid skeleton on the propagation characteristic of Rayleigh waves are discussed
in the final section and the conclusion is given.

2. Characteristic analysis

Following Biot [14], ignoring the dispersion caused by the fluid, the equations of motion for
anisotropic fluid-saturated porous media can be written in terms of Cartesian co-ordinates as

tij;j ¼ r .ui þ rf .wi; ð1aÞ
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�p;i ¼ rf .ui þ
rf

f
.wi; ð1bÞ

where tij are the stress components of the solid skeleton, p the pore pressure in the fluid, wi ¼
fðUi � uiÞ the displacement components of the fluid relative to the solid skeleton in which ui and
Ui are the displacement components of the solid skeleton and the saturated pore fluid,
respectively, f the porosity, r ¼ ð1� fÞrs þ frf the composite density in which rs and rf are the
densities of the solid skeleton and the pore fluid. Here i; j ¼ 1; 2; 3 are corresponding to x; y; z:
The constitutive equations for anisotropic fluid-saturated porous media may be stated as [14]

tij ¼ Aijklekl þ MijB;

p ¼ Mijeij þ MB;

eij ¼ 1
2
ðui;j þ uj;iÞ;

B ¼ �wi;i; ð2Þ

where eij are the strain components of the solid skeleton, B the volumetric strain of the fluid. Aijkl

(Aijkl ¼ Ajikl ¼ Aklij ; the number of independent variables is 21), Mij (Mij ¼ Mji; the number of
independent variables is 6) and M are parameters for the anisotropic solid skeleton and pore
fluids, the independent variables are 28. For orthotropic fluid-saturated porous media, the stress–
strain relationship can be expressed as

txx

tyy

tzz

tyz

tzx

txy

p

8>>>>>>>>>>><
>>>>>>>>>>>:

9>>>>>>>>>>>=
>>>>>>>>>>>;

¼

A11 A12 A13 0 0 0 M11

A12 A22 A23 0 0 0 M22

A13 A23 A33 0 0 0 M33

0 0 0 2A44 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 2A55 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 2A66 0

M11 M22 M33 0 0 0 M

2
666666666664

3
777777777775

exx

eyy

ezz

eyz

ezx

exy

B

8>>>>>>>>>>><
>>>>>>>>>>>:

9>>>>>>>>>>>=
>>>>>>>>>>>;

; ð3Þ

where A11; A12; A13; A22; A23; A33; A44; A55; A66; M11; M22; M33; and M are 13 independent elastic
parameters.
Substituting Eq. (3) into Eq. (1), the governing equations for orthotropic fluid-saturated porous

media can be expressed in the following form:

A11
@2ux

@x2
þ A66

@2ux

@y2
þ A55

@2ux

@z2
þ ðA12 þ A66Þ

@2uy

@x@y
þ ðA13 þ A55Þ

@2uz

@x@z

� M11
@2wx

@x2
þ

@2wy

@x@y
þ

@2wz

@x@z

� �
¼ r .ux þ rf .wx; ð4aÞ

ðA12 þ A66Þ
@2ux

@x@y
þ A66

@2uy

@x2
þ A22

@2uy

@y2
þ A44

@2uy

@z2
þ ðA23 þ A44Þ

@2uz

@y@z

� M22
@2wx

@x@y
þ

@2wy

@y2
þ

@2wz

@y@z

� �
¼ r .uy þ rf .wy; ð4bÞ
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ðA13 þ A55Þ
@2ux

@x@z
þ ðA23 þ A44Þ

@2uy

@y@z
þ A55

@2uz

@x2
þ A44

@2uz

@y2
þ A33

@2uz

@z2

� M33
@2wx

@x@z
þ

@2wy

@y@z
þ
@2wz

@z2

� �
¼ r .uz þ rf .wz; ð4cÞ

M11
@2ux

@x2
þ M22

@2uy

@x@y
þ M33

@2uz

@x@z
� M

@2wx

@x2
þ

@2wy

@x@y
þ

@2wz

@x@z

� �

¼ �rf .ux �
rf

f
.wx; ð4dÞ

M11
@2ux

@x@y
þ M22

@2uy

@y2
þ M33

@2uz

@y@z
� M

@2wx

@x@y
þ

@2wy

@y2
þ

@2wz

@y@z

� �

¼ �rf .uy �
rf

f
.wy ð4eÞ

M11
@2ux

@x@z
þ M22

@2uy

@y@z
þ M33

@2uz

@z2
� M

@2wx

@x@z
þ

@2wy

@y@z
þ

@2wz

@z2

� �

¼ �rf .uz �
rf

f
.wz: ð4fÞ

According to Simon and Paul [15], the material coefficients are related to the elastic parameters
of the solid skeleton Cijkl ; the bulk modulus of solid grains Ks; and the bulk modulus of fluids
Kf by

A11 ¼ C11 þ a21M; A12 ¼ C12 þ a1a2M; A13 ¼ C13 þ a1a3M;

A22 ¼ C22 þ a22M; A23 ¼ C23 þ a2a3M; A33 ¼ C33 þ a23M;

A44 ¼ C44; A55 ¼ C55; A66 ¼ C66;

M11 ¼ �Ma1; M22 ¼ �Ma2; M33 ¼ �Ma3;

M ¼
f
Kf

þ
1� f

Ks

�
C11 þ C22 þ C33 þ 2C12 þ 2C13 þ 2C23

9 K2
s

� ��1

;

a1 ¼ 1�
C11 þ C12 þ C13

3 Ks

; a2 ¼ 1�
C12 þ C22 þ C23

3 Ks

; a3 ¼ 1�
C13 þ C23 þ C33

3 Ks

:

It is clear that when C11 ¼ C22; C13 ¼ C23; C44 ¼ C55 and C66 ¼ ðC11 � C12Þ=2; Eq. (4)
degenerates to the governing equations for the transversely isotropic fluid-saturated porous media
[11]. When C11 ¼ C22 ¼ C33; C12 ¼ C13 ¼ C23; C44 ¼ C55 ¼ C66 and C44 ¼ ðC11 ¼ C12Þ=2; Eq. (4)
becomes the governing equations for isotropic situation. Thus, the characteristic equations for
Rayleigh waves in isotropic and transversely isotropic fluid-saturated porous media can be
obtained through appropriate degeneration of the equations for orthotropic fluid-saturated
porous media.

ARTICLE IN PRESS

K. Liu, Y. Liu / Journal of Sound and Vibration 271 (2004) 1–134



3. Characteristic equations of Rayleigh waves

Assuming the wave motion is caused by a pulse at the infinite distance (for example,
earthquake), the frequency is positive. Establish Cartesian co-ordinates with plane xoy the free
surface of the half-plane and positive z-axis pointing inside the media. We seek the solutions of
Eq. (4) that represent the Rayleigh waves traveling in a half-space with symmetry about z-axis in
the form

½ui;wi� ¼ ½Ai;Bi�exp ikðl1x þ l2y þ rz � ctÞ; ð5Þ

where Ai and Bi are amplitudes of displacement components, i the imaginary unit, li the direction
cosines, r a complex attenuation coefficient whose imaginary part should be positive
corresponding to the half-space z > 0; k ¼ o=c the wave number, in which c is the Rayleigh
wave speed and o the frequency.
Substitution of Eq. (5) into Eq. (4) leads to simultaneous equations

½dkl�fAx;Ay;Az;Bx;By;Bzg
T ¼ 0; ð6Þ

where the elements dkl of the 6
 6 complex matrix are given as

d11 ¼ ro2 � ðA11l
2
1 þ A66l

2
2 þ A55r

2Þk2; d12 ¼ d21 ¼ �ðA12 þ A66Þl1l2k2;

d13 ¼ d31 ¼ �ðA13 þ A55Þl1rk2; d14 ¼ d41 ¼ rf o
2 þ M11l

2
1k2;

d15 ¼ d51 ¼ M11l1l2k
2; d16 ¼ d61 ¼ M11l1rk2;

d22 ¼ ro2 � ðA66l
2
1 þ A22l

2
2 þ A44r

2Þk2; d23 ¼ d32 ¼ �ðA23 þ A44Þl2rk2;

d24 ¼ d42 ¼ M22l1l2k
2; d25 ¼ d52 ¼ rf o

2 þ M22l
2
2k2;

d26 ¼ d62 ¼ M22l2rk2; d33 ¼ ro2 � ðA55l
2
1 þ A44l

2
2 þ A33r

2Þk2;

d34 ¼ d43 ¼ M33l1rk2; d35 ¼ d53 ¼ M33l2rk2;

d36 ¼ d63 ¼ rf o
2 þ M33r

2k2; d44 ¼ rf o
2=f� Ml21k2;

d45 ¼ d54 ¼ �Ml1l2k
2; d46 ¼ d64 ¼ �Ml1rk2;

d55 ¼ rfo
2=f� Ml22k2; d56 ¼ d65 ¼ �Ml2rk2;

d66 ¼ rfo
2=f� Mr2k2:

In order to have a non-trivial solution of Eq. (6), we have Det½dkl� ¼ 0; i.e.,

a1r
8 þ a2r

6 þ a3r
4 þ a4r

2 þ a5 ¼ 0: ð7Þ

The coefficients am ðm ¼ 1;y; 5Þ are very miscellaneous, the explicit forms are not given here.
In isotropic or transversely isotropic situations (Eq. (7) degenerates to four order or six order,

respectively), the solutions of Eq. (7) is pure imaginary [11,12]. But in the orthotropic
porous media, the roots of Eq. (7) are in general complex. Assuming r ¼ xþ iZ; Eq. (5) can be
rewritten as

½ui;wi� ¼ ½Ai;Bi�exp ð�kI
r zÞexpðikR

r zÞexp ikðl1x þ l2y � ctÞ; ð8Þ
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with kr ¼ kðxþ iZÞ ¼ kR
r þ ikI

r : From Eq. (8) it can be obtained that the disturbance direction of
Rayleigh waves inclines to the free surface with the angle of a ¼ cos�1 x: Moreover, it is apparent
that

jkR
r j

2 � jkI
r j
2 ¼ k2ðx2 � Z2Þ; kR

r

���� kI
r j cos b ¼ 1

2
k2xZ: ð9Þ

As shown in Fig. 1, though the dispersion caused by the fluid viscosity is ignored, the phase
plane (the plane vertical to the vector kR

r ) and the amplitude plane (the plane vertical to the vector
kI

r ) are not parallel to each other any more. The maximal attenuation is not along the direction of
the wave propagation, but along the direction of the vector kI

r : The Rayleigh wave in orthotropic
fluid-saturated porous media is a non-homogenous wave.
The condition to be Rayleigh waves requires the imaginary part of r being positive in Eq. (8).

Assume rðnÞ ¼ xðnÞ þ iZðnÞ ðn ¼ 1;y; 4Þ be the four of the roots of Eq. (7) with positive imaginary
parts. If DðnÞ

r are normalized solutions of Eq. (6), the general solutions of Eq. (6) must be of the
form

½AðnÞ
x ;AðnÞ

y ;AðnÞ
z ;BðnÞ

x ;BðnÞ
y ;BðnÞ

z �

¼ ½DðnÞ
1 ;DðnÞ

2 ;DðnÞ
3 ;DðnÞ

4 ;DðnÞ
5 ;DðnÞ

6 �K ðnÞ
r f ðnÞ

r ; ð10Þ

where f ðnÞ
r ðn ¼ 1;y; 4Þ are arbitrary constants, K ðnÞ

r ¼ ½
P6

l¼1 DðnÞ
l

��� ���2��1=2;

DðnÞ
1 ¼ �

d
ðnÞ
16 d

ðnÞ
12 d

ðnÞ
13 d

ðnÞ
14 d

ðnÞ
15

d
ðnÞ
26 d

ðnÞ
22 d

ðnÞ
23 d

ðnÞ
24 d

ðnÞ
25

d
ðnÞ
36 d

ðnÞ
32 d

ðnÞ
33 d

ðnÞ
34 d

ðnÞ
35

d
ðnÞ
46 d

ðnÞ
42 d

ðnÞ
43 d

ðnÞ
44 d

ðnÞ
45

d
ðnÞ
56 d

ðnÞ
52 d

ðnÞ
53 d

ðnÞ
54 d

ðnÞ
55

��������������

��������������

; DðnÞ
2 ¼ �

d
ðnÞ
11 d

ðnÞ
16 d

ðnÞ
13 d

ðnÞ
14 d

ðnÞ
15

d
ðnÞ
21 d

ðnÞ
26 d

ðnÞ
23 d

ðnÞ
24 d

ðnÞ
25

d
ðnÞ
31 d

ðnÞ
36 d

ðnÞ
33 d

ðnÞ
34 d

ðnÞ
35

d
ðnÞ
41 d

ðnÞ
46 d

ðnÞ
43 d

ðnÞ
44 d

ðnÞ
45

d
ðnÞ
51 d

ðnÞ
56 d

ðnÞ
53 d

ðnÞ
54 d

ðnÞ
55

��������������

��������������

;
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DðnÞ
3 ¼ �

d
ðnÞ
11 d

ðnÞ
12 d

ðnÞ
16 d

ðnÞ
14 d

ðnÞ
15

d
ðnÞ
21 d

ðnÞ
22 d

ðnÞ
26 d

ðnÞ
24 d

ðnÞ
25

d
ðnÞ
31 d

ðnÞ
32 d

ðnÞ
36 d

ðnÞ
34 d

ðnÞ
35

d
ðnÞ
41 d

ðnÞ
42 d

ðnÞ
46 d

ðnÞ
44 d

ðnÞ
45

d
ðnÞ
51 d

ðnÞ
52 d

ðnÞ
56 d

ðnÞ
54 d

ðnÞ
55

��������������

��������������

; DðnÞ
4 ¼ �

d
ðnÞ
11 d

ðnÞ
12 d

ðnÞ
13 d

ðnÞ
16 d

ðnÞ
15

d
ðnÞ
21 d

ðnÞ
22 d

ðnÞ
23 d

ðnÞ
26 d

ðnÞ
25

d
ðnÞ
31 d

ðnÞ
32 d

ðnÞ
33 d

ðnÞ
36 d

ðnÞ
35

d
ðnÞ
41 d

ðnÞ
42 d

ðnÞ
43 d

ðnÞ
46 d

ðnÞ
45

d
ðnÞ
51 d

ðnÞ
52 d

ðnÞ
53 d

ðnÞ
56 d

ðnÞ
55

��������������

��������������

;

DðnÞ
5 ¼ �

d
ðnÞ
11 d

ðnÞ
12 d

ðnÞ
13 d

ðnÞ
14 d

ðnÞ
16

d
ðnÞ
21 d

ðnÞ
22 d

ðnÞ
23 d

ðnÞ
24 d

ðnÞ
26

d
ðnÞ
31 d

ðnÞ
32 d

ðnÞ
33 d

ðnÞ
34 d

ðnÞ
36

d
ðnÞ
41 d

ðnÞ
42 d

ðnÞ
43 d

ðnÞ
44 d

ðnÞ
46

d
ðnÞ
51 d

ðnÞ
52 d

ðnÞ
53 d

ðnÞ
54 d

ðnÞ
56

��������������

��������������

; DðnÞ
6 ¼

d
ðnÞ
11 d

ðnÞ
12 d

ðnÞ
13 d

ðnÞ
14 d

ðnÞ
15

d
ðnÞ
21 d

ðnÞ
22 d

ðnÞ
23 d

ðnÞ
24 d

ðnÞ
25

d
ðnÞ
31 d

ðnÞ
32 d

ðnÞ
33 d

ðnÞ
34 d

ðnÞ
35

d
ðnÞ
41 d

ðnÞ
42 d

ðnÞ
43 d

ðnÞ
44 d

ðnÞ
45

d
ðnÞ
51 d

ðnÞ
52 d

ðnÞ
53 d

ðnÞ
54 d

ðnÞ
55

��������������

��������������

;

in which d
ðnÞ
kl can be got by substitution of rðnÞ for r in the elements dkl of Eq. (6).

Then the displacements due to the Rayleigh wave propagation in the porous media are

½ux; uy; uz;wx;wy;wz� ¼
X4
n¼1

f ðnÞ
r K ðnÞ

r ½DðnÞ
1 ;DðnÞ

2 ;DðnÞ
3 ;DðnÞ

4 ;DðnÞ
5 ;DðnÞ

6 �


 expð�kZðnÞzÞexp ikðl1x þ l2y þ xðnÞz � ctÞ: ð11Þ

The free boundary conditions are

tzz ¼ txz ¼ tyz ¼ p ¼ 0 at z ¼ 0: ð12Þ

By making use of Eqs. (3) and (5), the boundary conditions can be expressed as

½Hkn�ff ð1Þ
r ; f ð2Þ

r ; f ð3Þ
r ; f ð4Þ

r gT ¼ 0 ðk; n ¼ 1;y; 4Þ; ð13Þ

where

H1n ¼ A13l1D
ðnÞ
1 þ A23l2D

ðnÞ
2 þ A33r

ðnÞDðnÞ
3

� M33l1D
ðnÞ
4 � M33l2D

ðnÞ
5 � M33r

ðnÞDðnÞ
6 ;

H2n ¼ A44l2D
ðnÞ
3 þ A44r

ðnÞDðnÞ
2 ;

H3n ¼ A55l1D
ðnÞ
3 þ A55r

ðnÞDðnÞ
1 ;

H4n ¼ M11l1D
ðnÞ
1 þ M22l2D

ðnÞ
2 þ M33r

ðnÞDðnÞ
3

� Ml1D
ðnÞ
4 � Ml2D

ðnÞ
5 � MrðnÞDðnÞ

6 ;

In order to get the non-trivial solution of f ðnÞ
r ; the determinant of matrix [Hkl] must be equal to

zero, so the characteristic equation of Rayleigh waves in the orthotropic fluid-saturated porous
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media is

Det H ¼

H11 H12 H13 H14

H21 H22 H23 H24

H31 H32 H33 H34

H41 H42 H43 H44

���������

���������
: ð14Þ

In general, DetH is complex. Eq. (14) can be rewritten as

Re½Det H� ¼ 0; ð15aÞ

Im½Det H� ¼ 0: ð15bÞ

Eq. (15) are functions of Rayleigh wave speed c: For a given frequency, the speed c satisfying
Eqs. (15a) and (15b) simultaneously is the solution that we need.
Moreover, the displacements of the media are given by

½ux; uy; uz;wx;wy;wz� ¼ Re½
X4
n¼1

f ðnÞ
r K ðnÞ

r ½DðnÞ
1 ;DðnÞ

2 ;DðnÞ
3 ;DðnÞ

4 ;DðnÞ
5 ;DðnÞ

6 �


 expð�kZðnÞzÞexp ikðl1x þ l2y þ xðnÞz � ctÞ�

¼
X4
n¼1

½jGðnÞ
i j cos ½kðl1x þ l2y þ xðnÞz � ctÞ þ yðnÞi �;

jPðnÞ
i j cos ½kðl1x þ l2y þ xðnÞz � ctÞ þ jðnÞ

i ��; ð16Þ

where

½GðnÞ
x ;GðnÞ

y ;GðnÞ
z ;PðnÞ

x ;PðnÞ
y ;PðnÞ

z � ¼ f ðnÞ
r K ðnÞ

r ½DðnÞ
1 ;y;DðnÞ

6 � expð�kZðnÞzÞ;

yðnÞi and jðnÞ
i are the corresponding polar angles of GðnÞ

i and PðnÞ
i ; respectively.

3.1. Special case

Pure solids can be treated as the porous media in the case f ¼ 0; that is, rf ¼ 0; Aijkl ¼ Cijkl ;
r ¼ rs; Mij ¼ M ¼ 0: Thus, Eq. (6) degenerate to

½d 0
kl�fA0

x;A
0
y;A

0
zg

T ¼ 0 ðk; l ¼ 1; 2; 3Þ; ð17Þ

where

d 0
11 ¼ rso

2 � ðC11l
2
1 þ C66l

2
2 þ C55r

02Þk2; d 0
12 ¼ d 0

21 ¼ �ðC12 þ C66Þl1l2k2;

d 0
13 ¼ d 0

31 ¼ �ðC13 þ C55Þl1r0k2; d 0
22 ¼ rso

2 � ðC66l
2
1 þ C22l

2
2 þ C44r

02Þk2;

d 0
23 ¼ d 0

32 ¼ �ðC23 þ C44Þl2r0k2; d 0
33 ¼ rso

2 � ðC55l
2
1 þ C44l

2
2 þ C33r

02Þk2:

Consequently, we have
a0
1r

06 þ a0
2r

04 þ a03r
02 þ a04 ¼ 0: ð18Þ

Following the same routine, we can get the three roots with positive imaginary parts r0ðnÞ and
corresponding normalized solutions of Eq. (17) with the form

½A0ðnÞ
x ;A0ðnÞ

y ;A0ðnÞ
z � ¼ ½D0ðnÞ

1 ;D0ðnÞ
2 ;D0ðnÞ

3 �K 0ðnÞ
r f 0ðnÞ

r ; ð19Þ
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where f 0ðnÞ
r ðn ¼ 1; 2; 3Þ are arbitrary constants, K 0ðnÞ

r ¼ ½
P3

l¼1 jD
0ðnÞ
l j��1=2;

D0ðnÞ
1 ¼ �

d
0ðnÞ
13 d

0ðnÞ
12

d
0ðnÞ
23 d

0ðnÞ
22

�����
�����; D0ðnÞ

2 ¼ �
d
0ðnÞ
11 d

0ðnÞ
13

d
0ðnÞ
12 d

0ðnÞ
23

�����
�����; D0ðnÞ

3 ¼
d
0ðnÞ
11 d

0ðnÞ
12

d
0ðnÞ
12 d

0ðnÞ
22

�����
�����;

in which d
0ðnÞ
kl can be got by substitution of r0ðnÞ for r0 in the elements d 0

kl of Eq. (17).Then the
displacements due to the Rayleigh wave propagation in the pure solids are

½ux; uy; uz� ¼
X3
n¼1

f 0ðnÞ
r K 0ðnÞ

r ½D0ðnÞ
1 ;D0ðnÞ

2 ;D0ðnÞ
3 � exp ð�kZ0ðnÞzÞ


 exp ikðl1x þ l2y þ x0ðnÞz � ctÞ: ð20Þ

The free boundary conditions are

tzz ¼ txz ¼ tyz ¼ 0; z ¼ 0: ð21Þ

By making use of Eq. (13), the boundary conditions can be expressed as

½H 0
kn�ff 0ð1Þ

r ; f 0ð2Þ
r ; f 0ð3Þ

r gT ¼ 0 ðk; n ¼ 1; 2; 3Þ; ð22Þ

where

H 0
1n ¼ C13l1D

0ðnÞ
1 þ C23l2D

0ðnÞ
2 þ C33r

0ðnÞD0ðnÞ
3 ;

H 0
2n ¼ C44l2D

0ðnÞ
3 þ C44r

0ðnÞD0ðnÞ
2 ;

H 0
3n ¼ C55l1D

0ðnÞ
3 þ C55r

0ðnÞD0ðnÞ
1 : ð23Þ

Thus, the characteristic equation of Rayleigh waves in the orthotropic media is

Det H 0 ¼

H 0
11 H 0

12 H 0
13

H 0
21 H 0

22 H 0
23

H 0
31 H 0

32 H 0
33

�������

�������
: ð24Þ

Eq. (24) is just the expansion expression of the solution given by Ref. [2] for orthotropic solids.
This shows that the characteristic equations for Rayleigh waves in pure solids are particular cases
of fluid-saturated porous media and can be obtained directly from the corresponding
characteristic equations for Rayleigh waves in fluid-saturated porous media through appropriate
degeneration.
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Table 1

Parameters for solid skeleton and pore fluids (porosity F=0.2)

Solid skeleton Pore fluid

C11 C12 C13 C22 C23 C33 C44 C55 C66 Ks rs Kf rf

(GPa) (GPa) (GPa) (GPa) (GPa) (GPa) (GPa) (GPa) (GPa) (GPa) (kg/m3) (GPa) (kg/m3)

9.57 1.19 2.33 9.3 2 8.32 3 3.2 3.8 35 2600 2 1000
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4. Numerical results

In order to illustrate the effects of the orthotropic solid skeleton on the propagation
characteristic of Rayleigh waves, variation of Rayleigh wave speeds with its propagation
directions and the displacement field are calculated by using Eqs. (15) and (16), respectively. The
material parameters for the orthotropic fluid-saturated porous medium are given in Table 1. For
an assumed value of the speed c; from Eq. (7) we can obtain four values of rðnÞ: Substitute rðnÞ into
Eq. (15) and whether the DetH equals to zero is investigated. Here interval dichotomy is used to
determine a root in a given range of the independent variable with a specified small relative error.
When the speed c; satisfying Eq. (15) are determined, the corresponding displacement components
are derived according to Eq. (16).
Fig. 2 shows the variation of Rayleigh wave speeds on the free surface of the half-space. Owing

to anisotropy of the solid skeleton, the Rayleigh wave speed is no longer invariable as it shows in
the isotropic or transversely isotropic fluid-saturated porous media (here transverse isotropy
means the horizontal transverse isotropy). The Rayleigh wave speed changes with the variation of
the propagation directions. But along a certain direction, it propagates with a certain speed, for
example, the speed along the direction from the point (0, 0, 0) to the point (1, 1, 0) is 0.925 km/s.
Fig. 3 gives the particle traces at different depth in different sagittal planes (the plane normal to

both the bounding surface and the wave front) with Ar ¼ ½
P3

n¼1 jf
ðnÞ

r j2��1=2K ðnÞ
r for transversely

isotropic fluid-saturated porous media. From plane xoz to plane yoz; every 15 a sagittal plane is
selected. It can be seen that the particle traces are elliptical and along with the increase of the
depth, the amplitudes decrease exponentially. At the same layer, the amplitudes of the particle
traces are not changed and the shapes are identical. It can also be seen that in the transversely
isotropic fluid-saturated porous media, every particle moves in its own sagittal plane.
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Fig. 2. Variation of Rayleigh wave speeds on the free surface.
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Fig. 4 describes the particle traces at different depth in different sagittal planes with Ar ¼
½
P4

n¼1 jf
ðnÞ

r j2��1=2K ðnÞ
r for orthotropic fluid-saturated porous media. Comparison between Figs. 3

and 4 shows that with the same situation in the isotropic or transversely isotropic fluid-saturated
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Fig. 3. Particle traces in different sagittal planes for transversely isotropic fluid-saturated porous media when fluid

viscosity is omitted.

Fig. 4. Particle trace in different sagittal planes for orthotropic fluid-saturated porous media when fluid viscosity is

omitted.
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porous media, the particle traces in orthotropic fluid-saturated porous media are elliptical and the
sizes of ellipses decrease exponentially with the increase of the depth. But owing to the orthotropic
characteristic of the media, even on the same layer, the sizes of the ellipses change with the
variation of the propagation directions which can be seen clearly in Fig. 4.
For orthotropic fluid-saturated porous media, the complex attenuation exponent r is no more

pure imaginary as it is in the isotropic or transversely isotropic porous media. From Eq. (8) it can
be seen that because the real part of complex attenuation exponent r is not equal to zero, the
disturbance directions of Rayleigh waves in orthotropic fluid-saturated porous media may not be
parallel to the free surface as they do in the isotropic or transversely isotropic ones and the
motions of the particles also show different characteristic. The particle motions exhibit a
sinusoidal variation with z-axis. The main axis of the elliptical trace is not vertical to the free
surface any longer. The particles do not move in their own sagittal planes but do some out-of-
plane motions, which is different from that they generally do in the isotropic or transversely
isotropic ones. In order to see clearly the variations of the particle motions with the variation of
the depth, the particle traces in the 30 sagittal plane are given in Fig. 5. It can be seen obviously
that the particle motion planes incline to the sagittal plane.

5. Conclusion

Summarizing the results above, we assert that, due to anisotropy of the solid skeleton, the
Rayleigh wave in orthotropic fluid-saturated porous media exhibits special characteristic. Its
speed and particle traces show direction dependence. Though the dispersion caused by the fluid
viscosity is omitted, the phase plane and the amplitude plane are not parallel to each other as they
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Fig. 5. Particle traces in 30 sagittal plane.
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do in the isotropic or transversely isotropic fluid-saturated porous media. It is a non-homogenous
wave and the maximal attenuation is not along the propagation directions. In orthotropic fluid-
saturated porous media, the main axis of the elliptical traces of the particles is not vertical to the
free surface but displays a sinusoidal variation with the depth. Obviously, in orthotropic fluid-
saturated porous media, Rayleigh waves are not the classical Rayleigh waves in general sense.
Anisotropy of the solid skeleton has great influence on the propagation characteristic of Rayleigh
waves in fluid-saturated porous media.
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